
achieving this vision. “With
your talent and dedication, I
am confident you will contrib-
ute significantly to this national
mission,” she said.

Governor Lt Gen Gurmit
Singh (Retd),  who also
addressed the ceremony, said it
was a matter of pride for the
people of Uttarakhand to host
the President at the convoca-
tion. He told the graduating
students that the true value of a
degree lies in service, integrity,
and compassion. “Knowledge
has meaning only when it is
guided by morality. In a rapidly
changing society, honesty, dis-
cipline, and responsibility are
essential virtues,” he said.

Urging students to shun drug
abuse, the Governor said true
happiness lies in service and
achievement. “An educated
youth is one who leads them-
selves and society in a positive
direction,” he said, adding that
embracing modern technology
such as artificial intelligence,
data science, and cybersecurity
is essential in today’s digital
age.

In addition to the convoca-
tion ceremony, President
Murmu on Tuesday also visited
the Baba Neem Karoli Maharaj
Ashram at Kainchi Dham and
the Shri Maa Naina Devi Tem-
ple in Nainital, offering prayers
for the nation’s happiness,
peace, and prosperity.

She also laid the foundation
stone for the new main gate of
the  Bhavan. The ceremony was
organised to mark the 125th
anniversary of the Raj Bhavan,
which was built in the tail end
of the nineteenth century to
serve as the summer residence
for the British governor of the
erstwhile North-West Provin-
ces.

President Droupadi Murmu
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Man smuggling 
elephant tusk 
held in Haridwar
DEHRADUN: A 35-year-
old man was arrested 
on Tuesday on charges 
of alleged smuggling of 
wildlife by a team from 
the state’s special task 
force (STF) on Tuesday 
in Haridwar district, 
said police, adding that 
the accused was 
identified as Ghulam 
Hasan alias Shamsher 
from Daulatpur 
Hazratpur village and 
an elephant tusk was 
recovered from his 
possession.

2 killed, 1 injured 
in road accident in 
Champawat distt
RUDRAPUR: Two people 
were killed and another 
injured after their car 
fell into a gorge in 
Champawat district on 
Tuesday, police said, 
adding that the accident
occurred at around 
9.30am near Raunsal-
Dungrabora village. 
The deceased were 
identified as Mukesh 
Kumar (28) and 
Manisha (22). Police 
said the victims were 
travelling to Delhi when
the accident took place.

UP man arrested 
for selling liquor 
in Har-ki-Pauri
HARIDWAR: An Uttar 
Pradesh-based man 
was arrested for 
allegedly illegally 
selling liquor in the 
Har-ki-Pauri mela zone, 
officials said on 
Tuesday, adding that 
the man was identified 
as Subash Kumar (35), a
resident of Rampur 
village in Chappar, 
Muzaffarnagar in the 
neighbouring state.  
According to police, 83 
bottles of English liquor 
and 235 tetra packets of 
country-made liquor 
were recovered from 
his possession. 

or en route to medical facilities.
Congress MLA from Badrin-

ath Lakhpat Butola said the gov-
ernment must work to preserve
the very identity of Uttarakhand,
and a proposal should now be
sent to the Centre to ensure fair
representation of hilly areas.

The number of voters in the
hills was declining while it kept
rising in the plains, he said.

He said hill districts faced
continuous neglect, and people
struggled for drinking water and
basic facilities.

He also attacked the govern-
ment for “erosion of cultural val-
ues” through the introduction of

“During the argument, the
deceased allegedly took out a
sharp object from his pocket and
attacked the accused, which
caused minor injuries. The
accused then allegedly pushed
the deceased, who fell to the
ground and sustained an inter-
nal head injury.”

He added that eyewitnesses at

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: A 34-year-old man
was arrested on Tuesday and
charged with culpable homicide
over the death of a 38-year-old
man on Monday after an argu-
ment between him and the
accused escalated into a physical
scuffle, police said on Tuesday.

The deceased was identified
as Arun Kumar alias DK, said
police, adding that he met the
accused, identified as Ajay Kis-
hore Devli, in the evening in
front of a salon at Sahaspur in
the city, wherein the two subse-
quently entered into an alleged
argument.

Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Ajai Singh said,

the scene had confirmed this
sequence of events.

The body was recovered later
in the evening, said Singh, add-
ing that it was sent for post-mor-
tem examination, which found
no marks of external injury sug-
gesting a direct assault on the
deceased. “The post-mortem
report will provide further clar-
ity,” he added.

“Both men knew each other,
and had been involved in a
financial dispute,” added the SSP.

Based on a complaint filed by
the wife of the deceased on Mon-
day, a case was registered at
Premnagar police station under
section 105 (punishment for cul-
pable homicide not amounting
to murder) of the BNS, said
police.

Man booked for culpable homicide 
over death of 38-year-old in Doon

THE ACCUSED AND 
DECEASED KNEW 
EACH OTHER AND 
WERE REPORTEDLY 
IN A MONETARY 
DISPUTE IN THE 
PAST, SAID POLICE

government has come to hear
our demands. But we will not
give up until our demands are
fulfilled.”

Meanwhile, Congress MLAs
also raised the issue in the
assembly.

Leader of Opposition Yash-
pal Arya said, “There is a
‘police raj’ in Dehradun… they
(protestors) were lathi-
charged… this is a people’s
movement. The norms of the
CHC are not being fulfilled.”

Responding to him, state
parliamentary affairs minister
Subodh Uniyal  claimed that
the agitation was politically
motivated. 

“For politics, innocent peo-
ple are being misled,” sai the
minister.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: The ongoing pro-
test march  over the demand of
improved health facilities in
Chaukhatia in Almora district
was stopped by police near Ris-
pana bridge during an attempt
to reach the state assembly on
Tuesday, police officers famil-
iar with the matter said 

The march had begun on
October 24, seeking a compre-
hensive healthcare policy to
strengthen healthcare facilities,
especially in the hilly areas of
the state.

The protest is an extension
of the “Operation Swasthya”
agitation, which began on
October 2 in Chaukhutia, led by
former soldier Bhuvan Katha-
yat. 

Following the agitation, the
state government on October 16
announced the upgradation of
Chaukhutia Community Health
Centre (CHC) into a 50-bed sub-
district hospital (SDH). Protest-
ers, however, called the move
“incomplete”, vowing to con-
tinue their struggle.

According to Kathayat, “We
have peacefully undertaken
over 300 km of padyatra from
Chaukhatia to Dehradun.
Unfortunately, no one from the

{ ‘OPERATION SWASTHYA’ }

Protest march from 
Chaukhatia stopped 
near Rispana bridge

Protestors near the Rispana 
Bridge on Tuesday. HT PHOTO
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HALDWANI: President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday served as
the chief guest at the 20th con-
vocation ceremony of Kumaun
University in Nainital, wherein
she urged the students to dedi-
cate their education to the ser-
vice of the underprivileged and
to contribute to the project of
nation-building.

During her speech, President
Murmu said, “Education is the
foundation of any nation’s
development. It should not only
sharpen intellect and skills but
also strengthen moral charac-
ter,” adding, “Education that is
used for the welfare of others is
the true religion, it brings both
happiness and satisfaction.”

Highlighting the role of edu-
cation in India’s growth story,
the President said the country’s
economy is among the fastest-
growing in the world, and the
government’s policy initiatives
are creating numerous oppor-
tunities for the youth. “Higher
education institutions should
take all possible steps to
encourage students to utilise
these opportunities,” she said.

Calling for greater emphasis
on research, innovation, and
entrepreneurship, she appreci-
ated Kumaun University’s com-
mitment to academic excel-
lence and environmental pro-
tection. She said that a
multidisciplinary approach
was crucial for ensuring that
education and research yield
practical benefits.

“The Himalayas are known
for their life-giving resources,
and it is our collective respon-
sibility to conserve and enrich
them. I am glad that Kumaun
University is taking conscious
steps in this direction,” she
said. The President also
encouraged faculty and stu-
dents to engage with nearby
villages, understand the chal-
lenges faced by rural communi-
ties, and help find practical
solutions.

Murmu said that India has
set a goal of becoming a devel-
oped nation by 2047, and the
youth will play a pivotal role in

{  IN NAINITAL }

Edu for welfare 
of others is true 
religion: Murmu
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HALDWANI: A man employed as
a nature guide at Corbett Tiger
Reserve (CTR) was banned from
reserve territory after a pur-
ported video clip uploaded by a
Chandigarh-based tourist on
social media showed him mak-
ing comments on the taste of
deer meat  prompted the initia-
tion of a detailed enquiry, forest
officials said on Tuesday, adding
that the probe was ongoing.

According to officials, the
controversy began after tourist
Ratan Dhillon shared a post on
X , wherein he described a gypsy
safari accompanied by other
tourists.

He alleged that the assigned
nature guide slept through much
of the ride and, upon waking,
chewed tobacco and threw the
packet into the forest. When the
tourists objected, they reportedly
had to pick up the litter them-
selves, alleged Dhillon, who also
claimed that instead of sharing
insights about Corbett’s biodi-
versity, the guide casually began
talking about the “delicious”
taste of deer meat.

According to CTR director Dr
Saket Badola, the guide was
identified and barred from
entering the reserve pending the
outcome of an internal enquiry.
“The warden has been asked to
conduct a thorough investiga-
tion,” Dr Badola said.

CTR guide barred from 
reserve land over ‘deer 
meat’ video: Officials
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DEHRADUN: The second day of
the special two-day assembly
session convened to mark the sil-
ver jubilee of statehood saw the
opposition  highlight alleged
lapses in the state’s public infra-
structure, law and order and
healthcare, among other issues.

Mamta Rakesh, Congress
MLA from Bhagwanpur
slammed the law-and-order situ-
ation in the state, citing the mur-
der of a 28-year-old man in Deh-
radun on Monday.

Independent MLA from
Khanpur Umesh Kumar said
that the assembly must hold a
discussion on the failures of the
past 25 years. He referred to
issues such as corruption, exam-
ination paper leaks, and alleged
commissions.

The state is reeling under debt
amounting to ₹1 lakh crore, he
said.

He added that the health
infrastructure was in disarray,
and women were forced to give
birth either at hospital doorsteps

the provision of live-in-relation-
ship registration under Uniform
Civil Code (UCC).

He also highlighted the issue
of migration and said nearly
1,700 villages were now deserted,

He also raised concerns over
rising wildlife-human conflicts,
stating that several people have
been killed recently in his con-
stituency alone.

Leader of Opposition and Baj-
pur MLA Yashpal Arya raised
the issue of poor health infra-
structure in hills, referring to the
ongoing protest in Chaukhutia
(Almora) for lack of facilities at
CHC there.

Congress MLA from Piran
Kaliyar said atrocities against
minorities have increased under
the BJP government, while the
budget allocated for their wel-
fare schemes has been reduced.

He accused the government of
indulging in politics of religion,
adding that Muslim religious
sites were being targeted.

He said farmers too were suf-
fering as sugarcane dues had not
been paid and the government’s
promise of doubling farmers’

income remained unfulfilled. He
questioned why the price of sug-
arcane had not been increased
for so many years.

Independent MLA from
Yamunotri, Sanjay Dobhal also
attacked the admjnistration, say-
ing that migration out of the
state continued due to gaps in
health, education, and employ-
ment opportunities, and the situ-
ation on the ground remains
largely unchanged.

He said that dozens of villages
in the Yamunotri region are still
deprived of proper road connec-
tivity.

Meanwhile, BJP MLAs
defended the current adminis-
tration and emphasised their
commitment towards the state’’s
future.

BJP MLA from Rishikesh
Prem Chand Aggarwal said
while former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee laid the
foundation of Uttarakhand,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is shaping the state’s future.

He also mentioned Char
Dham projects and under con-
struction Rishikesh-Karna-

prayag rail line as achievements
of the BJP government.

He said the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) introduced in Uttar-
akhand received widespread
appreciation across the country.

He said the state received the
first prize from NITI Aayog for
its performance, and among
Himalayan states, Uttarakhand
secured the second position in
financial parameters.

BJP MLA from Karnaprayag
Anil Nautiyal said that many his-
toric initiatives have been car-
ried out by the BJP government
in the last eight years.

He mentioned all weather
road, under construction Ris-
hikesh-Karnaprayag rail line and
announcement of ropeways for
Kedarnath, Hemkund Sahib as
achievements of the BJP govern-
ment.

Nautiyal said the government
also introduced several “historic
laws” including anti conversa-
tion, strict land laws as well as
an anti-rioting law. He said a
‘Sainya’ Dham as fifth Dham is
being constructed in Dehradun
to dedicate to the armed forces.

Oppn targets govt over ‘lapses’ 
in infra works, law and orderHT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Tues-
day inaugurated development
projects worth ₹46.2 crore in
Kashipur in Udham Singh
Nagar.

Dhami was addressing the
State-Level Urban Development
Conference held in Kashipur as
part of the state’s silver jubilee
celebrations. During the event,
he also flagged off 14 garbage
collection vehicles for the city.

“The soul of a state resides in
its villages, while the dreams and
aspirations of its citizens take
shape in its cities,” Dhami said.

“With this vision, we have
placed urban development at the
centre of our priorities. Today,
our cities are making steady
progress in sanitation, road
infrastructure and public wel-
fare,” he added.

Dhami added that a new sew-
erage treatment plant and a
modern solid waste manage-
ment facility were also being
established in Kashipur. The city
will also benefit from an Indus-
trial Hub Project worth ₹1,100
crore and an Aroma Park Project
worth ₹100 crore, the chief min-
ister added.

DHAMI LAUNCHES 
NEW PROJECTS 
WORTH ₹46.2 CR 
IN US NAGAR DISTT

LAW-AND-ORDER, 
DOMESTIC 
MIGRATION AND 
HEALTHCARE IN 
THE REMOTE 
AREAS OF THE 
STATE DOMINATED 
DISCUSSIONS IN 
THE HOUSE
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IY´FFÀF dIYÀFF³FûÔ ÀFZ A´Fe»F
½F°FÊ¸FF³F IY´FFÀF ¸FüÀF¸F 2025-26 ¸FZÔ dIYÀFF³FûÔ õXFSXF IY´FFÀF IYe d¶FIiYe, slot booking IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ ´FiFSaX·F IYSX Qe ¦FBXÊX WX`XÜ
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